Report on the alignment of the awards made by the Scottish Qualifications
Authority (SQA) with the Irish National Framework of Qualifications

1. Recommendation and Conditions of Alignment
Recommendation

It is recommended that those awards made in Ireland by the Scottish Qualifications
Authority (SQA), for which it has sought alignment, should be aligned with the National

Framework of Qualifications, to specific levels as indicated in this report.

Conditions of Alignment

1. SQA may refer to the qualifications indicated in the report as being aligned with
the specified levels of the National Framework of Qualifications in Ireland (the
NFQ) and recognised as such by the National Qualifications Authority of Ireland
(NQALI).

2. Ifthe SQA makes awards in Ireland that are not contained in this report, the SQA
undertakes to clearly communicate that such awards are not aligned with the NFQ
or recognised as such by the National Qualifications Authority of Ireland
(NQAI). This will be clearly stated in all advertisements, marketing and

descriptions associated with such awards and the programmes leading to them.

3. SQA will provide the NQAI with the following on an annual basis:

a. Information and statistics indicating providers of programmes leading to
awards to which the alignment refers, as well as number of learners in
Ireland who commence such programmes and the number of awards made

b. Information and statistics indicating providers of programmes leading to
non-aligned awards, as well as number of learners in Ireland who
commence such programmes and the number of such awards made

c. The outcomes of any external quality assurance review to which the

awarding body is subject
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d. Any material change to the quality assurance procedures of the awarding
body which impact in any way on the provision in Ireland of the awards to
which the alignment refers

e. Examples of marketing of awards aligned with the NFQ / not aligned with
the NFQ

f. Any new awards which the awarding body intends to offer in Ireland, for

which it is seeking alignment or otherwise.

4. SQA will operate procedures which are consistent with the policies of the NQAI

in respect of access, transfer and progression and RPL

2. Level Criteria

The criteria used to determine the comparable levels of awards submitted by SQA for
alignment with the NFQ are set out in the document entitled - Qualifications can cross
boundaries

http://www.qualificationsrecognition.ie/recognition/pdfs/File.886.en.pdf

The comparability of the Scottish Credit & Qualifications Framework (SCQF) and
National Framework of Qualifications for Ireland (NQF) levels may be summarised as
follows.

Access Levels 1 & 2 i1s comparable to Level 1
Access Level 3 is comparable to Level 2
Level 4 is comparable to Level 3

Level 5 is comparable to Level 4

Level 6 is comparable to Level 5

Level 7 is comparable to Level 6
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3. Sources of Evidence and Level Recommendations

Sources of Evidence

All qualifications submitted for alignment in 2008 by SQA were checked against the list
of SVQ’s published by SQA in the document entitled SVQ Update - December 2007

http://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/B53920_SVQ _UPDATE_DEC_07.pdf

The qualifications submitted for alignment as part of the second application for alignment

by SQA in 2009 were checked against the list of SVQ’s published by SQA in the

document entitled SVQ Update — June 2009
http://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/SVQUpdate.pdf

Level Recommendations

It is recommended that following SQA awards, submitted for alignment during 2008,
should be aligned with the NFQ as tabled below.

Title of Scottish Notional Credit Scottish Scottish Credit | Irish National
qualification Qualification | Learning Qualification | and Framework of
Reference Hours* Type Qualifications Qualifications
Number Framework Level (NFQ)
Level (SCQF)
G8C8 22 Variable, | Variable, SVQ SCQF Level 5 | NFQ Level 4
SVQ2in depending | depending
Laundry on on pathway
Operations pathway | chosen
chosen
G8C9 22 Variable, | Variable, SVQ SCQF Level 5 | NFQ Level 4
SVQ2in depending | depending
Laundry Service on on pathway
Support pathway chosen
chosen
G7HH 22 Variable, | Variable, SVQ SCQF Level 5 | NFQ Level 4
SVQ 2in depending | depending
Storage and on on pathway
Warehousing pathway | chosen
chosen
G7H] 23 Variable, | Variable, SVQ SCQF Level 6 | NFQ Level 5
SVQ 3 in depending | depending
Storage and on on pathway
Warehousing pathway | chosen
chosen
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The evidence source used to determine the levels of SQA/SVQ awards was a document
entitled - Unit Assessment Guidance for SVQs in Learning and Development at Levels 3,
4 and 5. These awards are also listed on the UK - National Database of Accredited
Qualifications and this was also referenced to confirm the level of the awards.
http://www.sqa.org.uk/files ccc/LearningDevCD _sqa_unit_assessment_guidance db290

0.pd

http://www.accreditedqualifications.org.uk/qualification/10050176.seo0.aspx

It is recommended that the following SQA qualifications, submitted for alignment during

2009, should be aligned with the NFQ as tabled below.

Title of Scottish Notional Credit Scottish Scottish Credit | Irish National
qualification Qualification | Learning Qualification and Framework of
Reference Hours* Type Qualifications Qualifications
Number Framework Level (NFQ)
Level (SCQF)
SVQ 2 in Food | G8X8 22 Variable, | Variable, | SVQ SCQF Level 5 | NFQ Level 4
Manufacture: depending | depending
Craft Bakery on on
pathway | pathway
chosen chosen
SVQ2in G6X9 22 Variable, | Variable, | SVQ SCQF Level 5 | NFQ Level 4
Amenity depending | depending
Horticulture on on
pathway | pathway
chosen chosen
SVQ2in G6XH 22 Variable, | Variable, | SVQ SCQF Level 5 | NFQ Level 4
Amenity depending | depending
Horticulture on on
(Nursery) pathway | pathway
chosen chosen
SVQ 1lin G5WY 21 Variable, | Variable, | SVQ SCQF Level 4 | NFQ Level 3
Cleaning and depending | depending
Support on on
Services pathway | pathway
chosen chosen
SVQ 2 in G5X4 22 Variable, | Variable, | SVQ SCQF Level 5 | NFQ Level 4
Cleaning and depending | depending
Support on on
Services pathway | pathway
chosen chosen
SVQ2in G5X022 Variable, | Variable, | SVQ SCQF Level 5 | NFQ Level 4
Cleaning and depending | depending
Support on on
Services pathway | pathway
(Building chosen chosen
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Interiors)

SVQ2in G5X722 Variable, | Variable, | SVQ SCQF Level 5 | NFQ Level 4
Cleaning and depending | depending
Support on on
Services pathway | pathway
(Carpets) chosen chosen
SVQ 2 in G5X9 22 Variable, | Variable, | SVQ SCQF Level 5 | NFQ Level 4
Cleaning and depending | depending
support services on on
(Windows) pathway | pathway

chosen chosen
SVQ 1 in Waste | G73F 21 Variable, | Variable, | SVQ SCQF Level 4 | NFQ Level 3
Management depending | depending
Operations on on

pathway | pathway

chosen chosen
SVQ 2 in Waste | G731 22 Variable, | Variable, | SVQ SCQF Level 5 | NFQ Level 4
Management depending | depending
Operations on on

pathway | pathway

chosen chosen
SVQ 1in G8W9 21 Variable, | Variable, | SVQ SCQF Level 4 | NFQ Level 3
Warehousing depending | depending
and Storage on on

pathway | pathway

chosen chosen
SVQ2in G8WA 22 Variable, | Variable, | SVQ SCQF Level 5 | NFQ Level 4
Warehousing depending | depending
and Storage on on

pathway | pathway

chosen chosen
SVQ 1in G77M 21 Variable, | Variable, | SVQ SCQF Level 4 | NFQ Level 3
Hairdressing depending | depending

on on

pathway | pathway

chosen chosen
SVQ2in G77N 22 Variable, | Variable, | SVQ SCQF Level 5 | NFQ Level 4
Hairdressing depending | depending

on on

pathway | pathway

chosen chosen
SVQ 2 in Nail G7H7 22 Variable, | Variable, | SVQ SCQF Level 5 | NFQ Level 4
Services depending | depending

on on

pathway | pathway

chosen chosen
SVQ2in G7H4 22 Variable, | Variable, | SVQ SCQF Level 5 | NFQ Level 4
Beauty therapy depending | depending
(make up) on on

pathway | pathway

Report on alignment of SQA awards made in Ireland to the National Framework of Qualifications
— updated 20 November 2009.

5




chosen chosen
SVQ 1in G82N 21 Variable, | Variable, | SVQ SCQF Level 4 | NFQ Level 3
Hospitality: depending | depending
Food on on
preparation and pathway | pathway
cooking chosen chosen
SVQ 2 Food G82V 22 Variable, | Variable, | SVQ SCQF Level 5 | NFQ Level 4
Processing and depending | depending
Cooking on on
pathway | pathway
chosen chosen
SvVQ 2 G82K 22 Variable, | Variable, | SVQ SCQF Level 5 | NFQ Level 4
Professional depending | depending
Cookery on on
pathway | pathway
chosen chosen
SVQ2in G82J 22 Variable, | Variable, | SVQ SCQF Level 5 | NFQ Level 4
Professional depending | depending
Cookery on on
(Preparation and pathway | pathway
cooking) chosen chosen
SVQ 1inIT G7JF 21 Variable, | Variable, | SVQ SCQF Level 4 | NFQ Level 3
Users depending | depending
on on
pathway | pathway
chosen chosen
SVQ2inIT G7)G 22 Variable, | Variable, | SVQ SCQF Level 5 | NFQ Level 4
Users depending | depending
on on
pathway | pathway
chosen chosen
SVQ2in G89A 22 Variable, | Variable, | SVQ SCQF Level 5 | NFQ Level 4
General depending | depending
Building on on
Operations pathway | pathway
(Construction) chosen chosen
SVQ 1lin G7E5 21 Variable, | Variable, | SVQ SCQF Level 4 | NFQ Level 3
Performing depending | depending
Manufacturing on on
Operations pathway | pathway
chosen chosen
SVQ 2in G7E6 22 Variable, | Variable, | SVQ SCQF Level 5 | NFQ Level 4
Performing depending | depending
Manufacturing on on
Operations pathway | pathway
chosen chosen
SVQ 1in G78N 21 Variable, | Variable, | SVQ SCQF Level 4 | NFQ Level 3
Manufacturing depending | depending
Textiles on on
pathway | pathway
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chosen chosen
SVQ2in G78R 22 Variable, | Variable, | SVQ SCQF Level 5 | NFQ Level 4
Manufacturing depending | depending
Textiles on on

pathway | pathway

chosen chosen
SVQ 2 in G5X5 22 Variable, | Variable, | SVQ SCQF Level 5 | NFQ Level 4
Cleaning and depending | depending
Support on on
Services pathway | pathway
(Highways and chosen chosen
Land)
SVQ2in G8C8 22 Variable, | Variable, | SVQ SCQF Level 5 | NFQ Level 4
Laundry depending | depending
Operations on on

pathway | pathway

chosen chosen
SVQ 2 in G8C9 22 Variable, | Variable, | SVQ SCQF Level 5 | NFQ Level 4
Laundry Service depending | depending
Support on on

pathway | pathway

chosen chosen
SVQ 2 in G8YK 22 Variable, | Variable, | SVQ SCQF Level 5 | NFQ Level 4
Machine depending | depending
Printing on on

pathway | pathway

chosen chosen
SVQ2in G893 22 Variable, | Variable, | SVQ SCQF Level 5 | NFQ Level 4
Carpentry and depending | depending
Joinery on on
(Construction) pathway | pathway

chosen chosen
SVQ2in G77J 22 Variable, | Variable, | SVQ SCQF Level 5 | NFQ Level 4
Barbering depending | depending

on on

pathway | pathway

chosen chosen
SVQ 1in G7GY 21 Variable, | Variable, | SVQ SCQF Level 4 | NFQ Level 3
Beauty Therapy depending | depending

on on

pathway | pathway

chosen chosen
SVQ2in G7H4 22 Variable, | Variable, | SVQ SCQF Level 5 | NFQ Level 4
Beauty Therapy depending | depending
(Make Up) on on

pathway | pathway

chosen chosen
SVQ2in G7IY 22 Variable, | Variable, | SVQ SCQF Level 5 | NFQ Level 4
Jewellery depending | depending
Manufacture on on
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pathway | pathway
chosen chosen
PDA in GI96R 47 83 hours Professional SCQF Level 7 | NFQ Level 6
Management of Development
Continuous Award
Batch Washers
NPA in Safe GI6T 46 82 hours National SCQF Level 6 | NFQ Level 5
System for Progression
Unblocking Award
Batch Washers
NPA in Dealing | G8Y7 46 67 hours National SCQF Level 6 | NFQ Level 5
with Solvent Progression
Emissions in Award
Dry Cleaning
NPA in Safe G8Y6 46 72 hours National SCQF Level 6 | NFQ Level 5
Operation of Progression
Continuous Award
Batch Washers
National GI93V 44 72 credit | National SCQF Level 4 | NFQ Level 3
Certificate in Certificate
Hospitality
National G8IM 44 12 credit | National SCQF Level 4 | NFQ Level 3
Certificate in Certificate
Digital Media
Computing
National G8IJK 45 12 credit | National SCQF Level 5 | NFQ Level 4
Certificate in Certificate
Digital Media
Computing
National GI0L 46 12 credit | National SCQF Level 6 | NFQ Level 5
Certificate in Certificate
Digital Media
Computing
National G8H7 44 18 credit | National SCQF Level 4 | NFQ Level 3
Certificate in PC Progression
Passport Award
(Beginner)
National G8H9 45 21 credit | National SCQF Level 5 | NFQ Level 4
Certificate in PC Progression
Passport Award
(Intermediate)
National G8HA 46 24 credit | National SCQF Level 6 | NFQ Level 5
Certificate in PC Progression
Passport Award
(Advanced)
National GS8HE 43 18 credit | National SCQF Level 3 | NFQ Level 2
Progression Progression
Award in Award
Digital Literacy
Internet Safety FOHS5 10 6 credit Intermediate 1 | SCQF Level 4 | NFQ Level 3
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(single unit)

Skills for Work | C218 10 24 credit | Intermediate 1 | SCQF Level 4 | NFQ Level 3
Construction
Crafts
Skills for Work | C218 11 24 credit | Intermediate 2 | SCQF Level 5 | NFQ Level 4
Construction
Crafts
National G8H4 45 30 credit | National SCQF Level 5 | NFQ Level 4
Progression Progression
Award in Award
Construction
Skills for Work | C243 10 24 credit | Intermediate 1 | SCQF Level 4 | NFQ Level 3
Engineering
Skills
Skills for Work | C253 11 24 credit | Intermediate 2 | SCQF Level 5 | NFQ Level 4
Engineering
Skills
Skills for Work. | C240 09 18 credit | Access 3 SCQF Level 3 | NFQ Level 2
Practical
Experiences:
Construction
and Engineering
SVQ 2 Dry G8CC 22 Variable, | Variable, | SVQ SCQF Level 5 | NFQ Level 4
Cleaning depending | depending

on on

pathway | pathway

chosen chosen
SVQ 2 Dry G8CA 22 Variable, | Variable, | SVQ SCQF Level 5 | NFQ Level 4
Cleaning depending | depending
Service Support on on

pathway | pathway

chosen chosen

It is recommended that the following SQA units, submitted for alignment during 2008,

should be aligned with the NFQ as tabled below. Note, the following are units and are

not full awards.

Title of unit Unit Notional | Scottish Scottish Credit | Irish National
Reference | Learning | Unit and Framework of
Number Hours* Type Qualifications | Qualifications
Framework Level (NFQ)
Level (SCQF)
Unit A1 Assess D94 L04 SVQ SCQF Level 7 NFQ Level 6
Candidates Using
a Range of
Methods SVQ 3
Unit A2 Assess D94 M04 SVQ SCQF Level 7 NFQ Level 6

Report on alignment of SQA awards made in Ireland to the National Framework of Qualifications
— updated 20 November 2009.

9



Candidates
Performance
through
Observation SVQ
3

Unit V1 Conduct
Internal Quality
Assurance of the
Assessment
Process SVQ 4

D94 P04

SVQ

SCQF Level 7

NFQ Level 6

It is recommended that the following SQA units, submitted for alignment during 2009,

should be aligned with the NFQ as tabled below. Note, the following are units and are

not full awards.

Title of unit Unit Notional Credit | Scottish Scottish Credit | Irish National
Reference | Learning Unit and Framework of
Number Hours* Type Qualifications Qualifications
Framework Level (NFQ)
Level (SCQF)
. F425 60 6 Core Skills | SCQF Level 3 | NFQ Level 2
Communication Unit
Information and | F42D 60 6 Core Skills | SCQF Level 3 | NFQ Level 2
Communication Unit
Technology
F42A 60 6 Core Skills | SCQF Level 3 | NFQ Level 2
Numeracy Unit
Problem F42H 60 6 Core Skills | SCQF Level 3 | NFQ Level 2
Solving Unit
Working with F42M 60 6 Core Skills | SCQF Level 3 | NFQ Level 2
Others Unit
Communication | F426 60 6 Core Skills | SCQF Level 4 | NFQ Level 3
Unit
Information and | F42E 60 6 Core Skills | SCQF Level 4 | NFQ Level 3
Communication Unit
Technology
Numeracy F429 60 6 Core Skills | SCQF Level 4 | NFQ Level 3
Unit
Problem F42] 60 6 Core Skills | SCQF Level 4 | NFQ Level 3
Solving Unit
Working with F42N 60 6 Core Skills | SCQF Level 4 | NFQ Level 3
Others Unit
Communication | F427 60 6 Core Skills | SCQF Level 5 | NFQ Level 4
Unit
Information and | F42F 60 6 Core Skills | SCQF Level 5 | NFQ Level 4
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Communication Unit

Technology

Numeracy F42B 60 Core Skills | SCQF Level 5 | NFQ Level 4
Unit

Problem F42K 60 Core Skills | SCQF Level 5 | NFQ Level 4

Solving Unit

Working with F42P 60 Core Skills | SCQF Level 5 | NFQ Level 4

Others Unit

Communication | F428 60 Core Skills | SCQF Level 6 | NFQ Level 5
Unit

Information and | F42G 60 Core Skills | SCQF Level 6 | NFQ Level 5

Communication Unit

Technology

Numeracy F42C 60 Core Skills | SCQF Level 6 | NFQ Level 5
Unit

Problem F42L 60 Core Skills | SCQF Level 6 | NFQ Level 5

Solving Unit

Working with F42R 60 Core Skills | SCQF Level 6 | NFQ Level 5

Others Unit

* Notional Learning Hours include all learning, guided and unguided, including

assessment activities and private study

4. Definitions

Scottish Vocational Qualifications (SVQs)

National Progression Awards (NPAs)

Professional Development Awards (PDAs)

PDAs are vocational qualifications, which provide practical opportunities for developing

real skills that are valid and relevant to the world of work.

National Certificate

Report on alignment of SQA awards made in Ireland to the National Framework of Qualifications

— updated 20 November 2009.

11





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


