QualifaX, the National Learners’ Database, joins the National Qualifications Authority of Ireland

 "It is vital in today's society that everyone planning their future has access to accurate, high quality information on all of the education and training options that are available to them" said Minister for Education and Science, Mr. Batt O'Keeffe, T.D., today (24 June 2008)

The Minister was speaking at an event to mark the National Qualifications Authority of Ireland (NQAI) taking responsibility for QualifaX, the National Learners' Database.
QualifaX has proven itself an invaluable tool to help learners explore possible education and training courses. Almost every secondary school pupil in the country uses QualifaX to help them with their CAO applications. QualifaX received over 24 million website hits in 2007, and 8 million in January 2008 alone. But QualifaX serves other groups of learners as well. There is information about post Leaving Certificate courses, adult education, part-time and post-graduate courses, amongst others.
Minister O'Keeffe went on to say "In a lifelong learning society, people of all ages, whether in education, in employment or seeking employment, need to develop their skills so as to improve their employment opportunities, job security and quality of life."
The Institute of Guidance Counsellors has played a vital role in the success story that is QualifaX today. The Institute has been involved with QualifaX since 1990. The Qualifications Authority will build on the work of the Institute to further develop the services offered by QualifaX.

Minister O'Keeffe also said "the National Framework of Qualifications provides the single structure - nationally and internationally accepted - through which all learning may be measured and inter-related in a coherent way. It defines the relationship between different qualifications, enabling and encouraging learners to achieve awards for learning on a lifelong basis.

For anyone thinking about choosing an education or training course, it is important to know about the qualification to which it will lead, including the correct title and Awarding body, Framework level and award type, and what opportunities are open to them afterwards. QualifaX is a key mechanism through which learners can access this information. It clearly indicates which courses lead to awards recognised through the Framework and their level" he said.
Since its establishment in 2001, the National Qualifications Authority of Ireland has been working to develop a single, coherent and more easily understood qualifications system for all levels of education and training in the State. The ten level National Framework of Qualifications was launched by the Authority in October 2003 and is now being implemented throughout Ireland by stakeholders in learning. A key principle of the work of the Authority is that learners considering taking a course should have available information about the qualification to which it will lead. The Framework provides the structure through which such information can be assembled.

QualifaX, as the National Learners' Database, was identified as a key mechanism through which learners could access such information. The Qualifications Authority took responsibility for QualifaX earlier this year and is delighted to continue to work with the Institute of Guidance Counsellors, and other national stakeholders, to further develop the services available to learners.

