
National Framework of Qualifications
Group C Application Form to have Awards Aligned with the National Framework of Qualifications (NFQ)
(For use by an Awarding Organisation which is 
recognised by Ofqual)
Section 1: Awarding Organisation Contact Information

1.1 Full name of the Awarding Organisation submitting this application

1.2 Address of the Awarding Organisation
Address:

Telephone:

Fax:

1.3
Contact Details of Responsible Person

Name: 
Job Title:

E-mail:

Telephone:

Fax:

Section 2: Awarding Organisation Status Information
2.1
Please provide information on the status in law or recognition that you have that gives authority for you to make awards that have national recognition in your home jurisdiction. Where applicable, please supply a copy of the relevant legislation, and an indication of the relevant section in the legislation. 
2.2
Please confirm that the awards for which you intend to make application for alignment with the NFQ are made following the successful completion of programmes in the Republic of Ireland by learners.
Section 3: Awards which you wish to align with the National Framework of Qualifications (NFQ)
3.1
Please list in Tab 1 (All Qualifications) of the attached Excel spreadsheet
 all of the awards that you make in the Republic of Ireland.  After each award, please indicate:

· the level of the award on the England, Wales, Northern  Ireland National Qualifications Framework (NQF) or the Qualifications and Credit Framework (QCF) where relevant, the award type
 and the associated guided learning hours or credit; 
· the names, addresses and websites of providers and associated centres in the Republic of Ireland and their accreditation dates, including date of last site visit where relevant; and
· the number of overall registrations and qualifications awarded across all programmes for each of the awards listed that you have made in Ireland for each of the past five years
3.2
Please list in Tab 2 (Alignment Qualifications) of the attached Excel spreadsheet those awards that you make in the Republic of Ireland for which alignment is sought with the National Framework of Qualifications (NFQ). Please note, only awards that that are recognised by Ofqual and that are placed on the National Qualifications Framework (NQF) or the Qualifications and Credit Framework (QCF) are eligible to be aligned with the NFQ under this process.  After each award, please indicate

· the level of the award on the National Qualifications Framework (NQF) or the Qualifications and Credit Framework (QCF), the award type and the associated guided learning hours or credit; 
· state whether the programme is delivered in Ireland to the same specifications as in the home jurisdiction; 

· the names, addresses and websites of providers and associated centres in the Republic of Ireland and their accreditation dates, including date of last site visit where relevant; and
· the number of registrations and qualifications awarded for each of the awards listed that you have made in the Republic of Ireland for each of the past five years
Section 4: Manner of Operation

4.1
Please indicate your willingness to operate in a manner consistent with the NFQ policies and criteria in respect of access, transfer and progression, including principles for credit accumulation and transfer, recognition of prior learning and assistance in the co-ordinated national approach to the recognition of international awards. 
4.2
Please set out how, in the event of a provider ceasing to operate, you will cater for any remaining learners associated with programmes leading to your awards 

Details on policies, actions and procedures for access, transfer and progression for learners can be accessed here: http://www.nqai.ie/publication_oct2003a.html
Details on principles and operational guidelines for the implementation of a national approach to credit in higher education and training can be accessed here: http://www.nqai.ie/publication_nov2004.html
Details on principles and operational guidelines for the recognition of prior learning can be accessed here: http://www.nqai.ie/publication_jun2005.html
4.3
The alignment process is designed to promote transparency regarding programmes delivered in the Republic of Ireland.  Should the awards you listed under point 3.2 be aligned with the NFQ, please indicate your willingness to clearly communicate which awards made by your awarding body in the Republic of Ireland are aligned with the NFQ and which are not i.e. clearly communicate that awards lists under point 3.1 are not aligned with the NFQ. 
4.4
Please indicate that you have read the revised agreement, are in agreement with its conditions, and will, if requested, attend a meeting with the NQAI to further discuss the responsibilities of your awarding organization under the agreement. 

For further details or clarification please contact:

Carmel Kelly
National Qualifications Authority of Ireland

Jervis House

Jervis Street

Dublin 1

t: +353 (0) 1 887 1507
f: +353 (0) 1 887 1595

e: carmel.kelly@nqai.ie
� This is the person who will be the primary contact point from the awarding organisation that will be responsible for completing the application with the NQAI, and will subsequently act as an on-going contact point for any matters arising.


� The Excel spreadsheet should not be altered in any way. Where a particular field does not apply, an “N/A” may be inserted. 


� For example, NVQ, VRQ etc. in the context of the NQF, and Award, Certificate, Diploma in the context of the QCF
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