NQAI/A62.1
National Qualifications Authority of Ireland

Meeting in Authority Offices
Wednesday 3 December 2008
Present:

Mr. Paul Haran (Chairperson)
Dr. Caroline Hussey (Deputy Chairperson)

Ms. Inez Bailey

Dr. Seán Conlan

Mr. Eamon Devoy

Mr. Tony Donohoe

Prof. Anne Moran 

Mr. Pat O’Callaghan

Mr. Donal O’Rourke

Mr. Martin Shanahan

Prof. Seamus Smyth

Dr. Jim Murray (Chief Executive) (except item 2)
Apologies:

Mr. Mogens Berg 

Mr. Shane Kelly 

In attendance:

Ms. Claire Byrne (Director of Corporate Affairs and Communications) 
Ms. Trish O’Brien (Development Officer) (Items 4-14)

The Authority expressed its sincere condolences to Anne Moran on the recent loss of her father.

The Authority extended congratulations to Anne Moran on her becoming an OBE for services to Higher Education in Northern Ireland.
The Authority extended congratulations to Seamus Smyth on his award of Honorary Doctorate of Sacred Letters from the University of St. Michael’s College in the University of Toronto.
1.
Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on 24 September 2008 were agreed and signed.
2. Organisational Change in the Qualifications and Quality Assurance Area in Higher and Further Education and Training
The Authority noted the paper prepared and circulated by the executive.
The Authority welcomed the developments in relation to the amalgamation of the Authority with the Further Education and Training Awards Council and the Higher Education and Training Awards Council.  The Authority expressed its full support for the Minister of Education and Science’s plans for the establishment of a new organisation which will ensure a coherent national approach to qualifications and quality assurance.  The Authority also supported the development that the new body will take responsibility for the external quality assurance review of the universities, a function which is currently performed by the Irish Universities Quality Board and the Higher Education Authority.  The Authority noted that in seeking to achieve its goals, the Department of Education and Science will be in discussions with the National University of Ireland around the possibility of including some of the related functions of the NUI in the new organisation.  

The Authority noted that the Department had established an amalgamation Implementation Advisory Group and noted the Authority’s representatives on the Group.  The Authority noted the minutes of the first meeting of the Implementation Advisory Group and the Department’s timetable for consultation and establishment of the new statutory agency.  The Authority noted that the executive of the Authority will continue to work in the spirit of cooperation with the Councils to achieve the Minister’s goals.  
The Authority raised a number of issues on the proposed amalgamation and the executive will put the issues to the Department in the context of the Implementation Advisory Group discussions.
The executive will prepare regular issue papers to keep the Authority informed of developments.

3. Budget/Financial Paper

The Authority noted the paper prepared and circulated by the executive.

The Authority noted the financial activities for the Authority to October 2008, for the Higher Education and Training Awards Council to September 2008 and for the Further Education and Training Awards Council to September 2008.  
The Authority noted the allocation for 2009 for the work relating to the National Qualifications Framework and the significant reduction on the 2008 allocation.  The Authority noted the executive’s work with the Department and the Councils to agree a fee structure for the Councils’ services to providers which will be central to the Authority and Councils capacity to meet the strategic objectives for the bodies in 2009.
The Authority noted the update on the work of the Internal Audit Committee.
4.
Communications and Use of Framework

The Authority noted the paper prepared and circulated by the executive.

The Authority noted the work being undertaken to develop QualifaX as the national source of information on education and training.  The Authority noted that all developments within QualifaX will aim to support the aims of the National Skills Strategy while complementing existing information services and contributing to an improved learner experience.  The Authority will be kept informed of all major developments on QualifaX.

The Authority noted the executive’s ongoing work with the Central Statistics Office to achieve changes in the national census that reflect the new system of education and training qualifications.

5. Framework Implementation
The Authority noted the paper that had been prepared and circulated by the executive.

The Authority noted the key updates in relation to the study of Framework Implementation and Impact.  The Authority noted that the Study Team had convened a Consultative Forum in November to explore in more detail the main issues and findings arising from the sectoral reports, case studies and public submissions, and to listen to the views of all stakeholders.  Ninety-seven delegates participated in the Forum.  The Authority noted that the report and recommendations are due for completion by end March 2009.  
The Authority complemented FETAC on the work of its executive in bringing together and publishing a brochure on craft progression arrangements based on material received from the Institutes of Technology Ireland and the Dublin Institute of Technology.  The Authority endorsed the work of the executive of the Council and acknowledged the important contribution that the publication makes in advancing the work in this area.  The Authority also noted that the craft progression project funded under the Strategic Innovation Fund and led by Cork Institute of Technology has produced a significant output, a publication entitled ‘Framework for Progression of Craftsperson’.  The Progression Framework is intended to advise learners, employers and higher education providers on an overall progression route to allow holders of Advanced Certificate-Craft to progress to Level 7 on degree programmes on the National Framework of Qualifications.
6. Alignment of UK VET Awards with the NFQ
The Authority noted the paper prepared and circulated by the executive.

The Authority noted the significant work involved in the process to achieve the alignment of certain awards made in Ireland by a number of UK vocational education and training (VET) awarding bodies.  The Authority also noted a number of issues arising from the process which will be followed-up through a committee formed by the Authority, FETAC and HETAC executive representatives.

7. Recognition of International Awards

The Authority noted the paper prepared and circulated by the executive.

The Authority noted that the executive of the Authority convened a seminar in November 2008 to publicise the recognition service of the Authority with those involved in higher education admissions and to seek to make the service and the information provided by the Authority more effective.  The seminar was also designed to raise awareness about the need to develop a consistent approach to the recognition of foreign qualifications amongst all Irish bodies involved in recognition activities. The seminar was supported by EU funding in the context of the NARIC network in which the executive participates.
The Authority noted the continuing work of the international recognition service and noted that a full end of year analytical report on the service will be available to the Authority for its meeting in January 2009.

The Authority noted the executive had received nominations for a National Steering Committee to oversee the referencing process of the NFQ to the EQF.  The Group will be chaired by the executive of the Authority, which is the National Coordination Point for EQF in Ireland.
The Authority noted that the project to verify the compatibility of the Irish NFQ and the New Zealand Register of Quality Assured Qualifications is advancing.
8.
Tripartite Meetings

The Authority noted the ongoing work of the Tripartite Group.

9. Recognition of Prior Learning

The Authority noted the updates in relation to activities on the recognition of prior learning and in particular the Country Note which has been finalised by the OECD with regard to the Thematic Review and Collaborative Policy Analysis on the Recognition of Non-formal and Informal Learning in Ireland.  The Authority noted the value of this work in advancing to a national approach to the recognition of prior learning.  The executive of the Authority will prepare a paper on an approach for consideration by the Authority in the new year.

10.
Updates
The Authority noted the paper that was prepared and circulated by the executive.

11.
Meeting dates
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 28 January 2009 at 11am in the Authority’s offices on Jervis Street.
12. Future Authority Meetings
The following is a revised schedule of dates for meetings of the Authority to November 2009:

· Wednesday 28 January

· Wednesday 25 March

· Thursday 28 May

· Wednesday/Thursday 15/16 July 

· Thursday 31 September

· Thursday 26 November

policies and procedures.  The Authority agreed that a similar approach would be applied to any other consequential vacancies. 
The meeting concluded.

Chairperson___________________________
Date:_____________________
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