National Qualifications Authority of Ireland
Meeting in Kilkea Castle Hotel, Castledermot, Co. Kildare
Wednesday 11 July 2007
Present:

Mr. Paul Haran (Chairperson)
Dr. Caroline Hussey (Deputy Chairperson)

Ms. Inez Bailey
Mr. Mogens Berg

Prof. Anne Moran 

Mr. Richard Morrisroe

Mr. Pat O’Callaghan

Mr. Donal O’Rourke

Mr. Martin Shanahan
Prof. Seamus Smyth

Mr. Seán Ó Foghlú (Chief Executive) 
Apologies:
Dr. Seán Conlan

Mr. Eamon Devoy

Mr. Tony Donohoe

In attendance:

Ms. Claire Byrne (Director of Corporate Affairs and Communications) 
Dr. Jim Murray (Director of Framework Implementation and Qualifications Recognition) (Items 3-5)
Dr. Anna Murphy (Director of Research and Strategic Development) (Items 4 & 5)
Mr. Colm Hamrogue (Former member) (Items 4 & 5)

Mr. Tony Bond (Consultant) (Items 4 & 5)

The  Chairperson welcomed Richard Morrisroe, a new Authority member, to the meeting.
1.
Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on 7 June 2007 were agreed and signed.
2. Staffing

The Authority noted the paper prepared and circulated by the executive.

The Authority agreed to the appointment of Trish O’Brien to the permanent post of Development Officer with the Authority.
The Authority agreed that the vacant 2 year contract Development Officer post be filled from the panel of potential Development Officers established from the latest Development Officer competition, subject to references.

The Authority agreed to the appointment of Carmel Kelly to the permanent post of Assistant Principal Officer with the Authority.

The Authority noted and agreed the proposed amendment to the human resource policies and procedures in relation to the duration of panels.
 
3. Oral Updates on other Business
The Authority noted that the audited financial statements for 2005 of the Higher Education and Training Awards Council had been sent to the Authority.

The Authority noted that discussions were continuing with the Department of Education and Science in relation to approval by the Department for the Further Education and Training Awards Council’s ICT project.
4. Authority Quality Review
The Authority noted the paper that had been prepared and circulated by the executive.  

The Authority noted the report on findings and recommendations of the expert panel.

The Authority considered the draft response to the report of the expert panel.  The Authority agreed to the draft response subject to a number of suggestions made at the meeting. The executive is to circulate the final version to members in advance of sending it to the Department of Education and Science and the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment.
The Authority expressed its sincere appreciation for the work undertaken by the Chairperson, members and secretary of the expert panel in the review process and asked the executive to convey these.
5. Authority Strategic Plan

The Authority noted the paper that had been prepared and circulated by the executive.

In preparation of the Strategic Plan, the Authority and the executive of the Authority discussed and set out the broad parameters of a 5 year strategic vision for the impact of the Authority’s work and how it could be achieved in conjunction with key stakeholders.
The Authority agreed that a reference group meeting of Authority members would be held in late October/early November 2007 to consider an initial outline of a draft Strategic Plan and linked Business Plan 2008-2009.
6. Next Meeting
The next meeting of the Authority will be held in the Authority offices in Jervis Street on Wednesday 26 September 2007.
The meeting concluded.

Chairperson___________________________
Date:_____________________
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