














Higher National Diploma (HND), Higher National Certificate (HNC), Foundation Degree
Higher National Diploma
The Higher National Diploma (HND) is a vocational qualification, which is relevant to higher technician or middle management jobs and which emphasises practical approaches to learning, including project and assignment work, team and group work, and research into real business practice. 

A HND is usually studied full-time, but can be studied part-time. Many HNDs include work placements of up to one term, HNDs are available in a wide range of subjects usually employment/occupationally related. However some are not related to specific jobs e.g. Social Sciences.

It usually takes two years to complete, although many colleges offer different ways of studying for this qualification, HNDs are provided by both Colleges of Further Education and Higher Education, and by some universities.

Entry requirements are usually one or two A-levels, or a vocational A-level in a relevant subject, or a NVQ level 3, or a BTEC National Diploma and some work experience. More mature applicants (people over 21) may be able to get onto an HNC with fewer qualifications but with relevant experience.

A HND is roughly equivalent to the first two years of a 3 year degree level study or to the Diploma in Higher Education (level I in the FHEQ). Progression to the third year of a degree programme is possible. However the level of entry an individual HND will give to higher education can vary quite a lot and will depend on the provider and the programme/subject area. In Scotland HND is aligned with the second year of a 4 year degree (Intermediate FHEQ level) and at level 8 of the SCQF. 

HNDs will be an integral part of the Foundation Degree Framework.
Higher National Certificate

A Higher National Certificate (HNC) is a vocational qualification. The course can be taken part-time or full time. All courses involve work-related experience.

It usually two years, but may be shorter or longer depending on learning arrangements.

HNCs are available in a wide range of subjects, usually with an employment/occupational focus. They are provided by both Colleges of Further Education and Higher Education, and by some universities.

Entry requirements are usually at least one A-level, or a vocational A-level or a BTEC National Certificate or Diploma or a Level 3 NVQ and some work experience. More mature applicants (people over 21) may be able to get onto an HNC with fewer qualifications but with relevant experience. Progression from an HNC to an HND or Degree is often possible, but it depends on the particular subject area and the provider. In Scotland the HNC is aligned with the first year of a degree and at level 7 on the Scottish Credit and Qualifications Framework (SCQF).  HNCs and HNDs are at Intermediate FHEQ level.
Foundation Degree
The foundation degree is a vocationally focused higher education qualification introduced in September 2001. Work based learning is a major part of any foundation degree with higher level knowledge and understanding reinforces and supports the development of vocational skills. It takes the equivalent of two academic years of full time study, but actual duration depends on mode of study and course design. They provide a pathway for life-long learning and the opportunity to progress to other qualifications. There are flexible delivery modes and study patterns: including full time, part-time, distance learning; work-based; and web-based learning. 

Further education colleges play a crucial role in the recruitment onto, and the delivery of, foundation degree programmes.

While for many learners the achievement of a foundation degree programme fulfils their vocational and educational needs it also provides a progression route by offering opportunities for learners to advance, where appropriate, towards other qualifications. The Foundation degree has been placed at level I in the Framework for Higher Education Qualifications (FHEQ). All institutions awarding the foundation degree guarantee articulation between it and at least one bachelor's degree with honours. This may involve a bridging programme, of 12 to 15 months full time study, which will ensure that those students progressing onto the bachelor's degree with honours are adequately prepared. In other cases, where the foundation degree has been closely designed with a particular honours progression route, it may be possible to provide progression directly to the final year of the bachelor's degree with honours. On successful completion foundation degree graduates can revisit their career options, and may choose to progress to further professional qualifications or on to an honours degree.

There are no nationally set entry requirements for foundation degrees. It is up to the place offering the course to decide if candidates are eligible. However entry requirements usually include an Advanced Modern Apprenticeship with Level 3 qualifications, A Levels or Vocational A Levels, GNVQs, NVQs or other Level 3 vocational qualifications and accreditation of prior learning is also available.

The foundation degree does not fulfill the requirements of an award to terminate the first cycle in the Bologna process. In the UK the bachelor's degree with honours normally indicates completion of the first cycle.

Relationships of GCSE, HNC, HND and Foundation Degrees to Irish awards and levels in the national framework of qualifications

The HNC and HND are presently the focus of debate in the United Kingdom. In terms of entry requirements, duration and progression it appears that the HNC is below the HND in the United Kingdom frameworks.  

The nearest Irish awards to all these awards (HNC, HND and Foundation Degree) are the new Higher Certificate at level 6 of the National Framework of Qualifications, and the Advanced Certificate which is to be put in place at the same level.
Owing to the differences in outcome and progression opportunities there is not a strong direct equivalence between these awards. 

The BTEC HND and HNC are placed at level 4 in the NQF and the QCA have deemed the HND to be at level I of the FHEQ framework. Level 4 of the NQF and level I of the FHEQ are aligned between level 6 and level 7 of the Irish framework. 




