Consultation on the Verification of Compatibility of Irish National Framework of Qualifications with the Framework for Qualifications of the European Higher Education Area, June – October 2006

Response to the National Qualifications Authority of Ireland 

Ireland has been invited to undertake a pilot project of the self-certification of the Compatibility of the Irish National Framework of Qualifications with the Framework for Qualifications of the European Higher Education Area.

A document has been prepared setting out an initial draft Irish response in relation to the criteria and the procedures established in the report of the Bologna Framework Working group which was adopted by European Ministers for higher education in Bergen in May 2005.

This document has been agreed by the steering committee established for this purpose.  The membership of the steering committee is as follows:

· Sjur Bergan, Head of the Department of Higher Education and History Teaching, Council of Europe

· Bryan Maguire, Higher Education and Training Awards Council

· Frank McMahon, Dublin Institute of Technology (alternate, Dr. Tom Duff)

· Jim Murray, Qualifications Authority 

· Seán Ó Foghlú, Qualifications Authority, Chairperson of Steering Committee

· Lewis Purser, Irish Universities Association

· Robert Wagenaar, University of Groningen, joint co-ordinator of the Tuning project.

The steering committee is publishing this document in June 2006 with a view to the consideration of the document by stakeholders.  The steering committee is hosting a workshop in the Davenport Hotel in Dublin on the morning of 3 October 2006.

Stakeholders are invited to make submissions in advance of the planned workshop.

Please use this form for responses to the proposal.

· The deadline for responses is Wednesday 27 September 2006. 

· Do not feel constrained by the space provided for each answer; use as much space as you need. 

· We prefer you to return your response as a Microsoft Word document attached to an email to bologna@nqai.ie 

· Paper responses should be sent to: 

National Qualification Authority of Ireland 
Bologna Framework Verification Consultation Responses 
Jervis House 
Jervis Street 
Dublin 2  

Tel: (01) 8871500 
Fax: (01) 8871595 
Email: bologna@nqai.ie
Consultation on the Verification of Compatibility of Irish National Framework of Qualifications with the Framework for Qualifications of the European Higher Education Area, June – October 2006
Response to the National Qualifications Authority of Ireland 

Name:

___________Maria Hinfelaar_______________________

Title (Mr/Ms/Mr/Dr/ etc):

___ _Dr_________________________
Position (if applicable):

______ Director _____________________

Organisation (if applicable):
_______Limerick IT________

Address:



______Moylish Park________






______Limerick______________

Telephone:



_____061208233_______

Fax:




____________________________________

Email:



____maria.hinfelaar@lit.ie____

Date:




____28 Sept 06___________

Is this response a personal view or is it made on behalf of your organisation?
/ Organisational (following consultation with Registrar and Head of Academic Quality) (please delete as appropriate)
All submissions will be made public on the website of the National Qualifications Authority of Ireland and attributed to the author and/or their organisation. Contact details will not be published but will be retained on the Authority's database for future communication unless you request otherwise.
Verification of the Criterion
Criterion 1 – The national framework for higher education qualifications and the body or bodies responsible for its development are designated by the national ministry with responsibility for higher education.
Comments/observations on the draft response under this criterion.
agree

Criterion 2 – There is a clear and demonstrable link between the qualifications in the national framework and the cycle qualification descriptors of the European framework

Comments/observations on the draft response under this criterion.
Overall, we agree that there is a demonstrable link and that there is no substantial difference.

Issues that need further study and perhaps further guidance:

- Level 6 (short cycle within first cycle): convergence with the Bologna model would assume that upon successful completion no barriers exist to progression, and that any learning outcomes for level 6 would be considered on a par with intermediate learning outcomes for students who have set out on an ab initio path for level 8. In current practice this is not always the case, which potentially hampers student progression within the ladder system and limits the scope for modularisation – this is not flagged in the document.

- Level 9: this is correctly described as a qualification level in its own right, whether taught-based or research-based. The second cycle precedes the third cycle. In Ireland, it is common practice for postgraduate students to transfer from master’s to PhD programmes without completing the second cycle first. Clearly, this practice is not congruent with the Bologna model. This is not flagged in the document.

Criterion 3 – The national framework and its qualifications are demonstrably based on learning outcomes and the qualifications are linked to ECTS or ECTS compatible credits

Comments/observations on the draft response under this criterion.
I note that the question of study duration vs ECTS credits is avoided. This would be particularly relevant for the differentiation between level 7 and 8.

Criterion 4 – The procedures for inclusion of qualifications in the national framework are transparent

Comments/observations on the draft response under this criterion.
Agree

Criterion 5 – The national quality assurance systems for higher education refer to the national framework of qualifications and are consistent with the Berlin Communiqué and any subsequent communiqué agreed by ministers in the Bologna Process

Comments/observations on the draft response under this criterion.
Agree, but for any outsider it would be difficult to comprehend the rationale for the wide range of parties involved and for the three separate systems for quality assurance.

Criterion 6 – The national framework, and any alignment with the European framework, is referenced in all Diploma Supplements

Comments/observations on the draft response under this criterion.
agree

Criterion 7 – The responsibilities of the domestic parties to the national framework are clearly determined and published.
Comments/observations on the draft response under this criterion.
Agree 

Any overall Comments/observations on the draft response to all of the criteria?

