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Conference Agenda Thursday 20 October

9.30 - 10.00 Official Opening

10.45 - 11.15 Coffee break

9.00 - 9.30 Registration

Chair: Mr. Dick Langford, Chairperson, National Qualifications Authority of Ireland

Ms. Mary Hanafin, T.D., Minister for Education and Science, Ireland

Mr. Abrar Hasan, Head of Education and Training Policy Division, OECD

10.00 - 10.45 Plenary 1 - Keynote Address

Mr. Gordon Clark, Head of Unit, Lifelong Learning Policies, Directorate General for Education and Culture, European Commission
Comments and questions

11.15 - 12.45 Plenary 2 - Presentation of the international synthesis report

Chair: Mr. Seán Ó Foghlú, Chief Executive, National Qualifications Authority of Ireland
Mr. Abrar Hasan, Head of Education and Training Policy Division, OECD: Background and rationale of the activity:
Lifelong learning at the OECD
Mr. Mike Coles, Qualifications and Curriculum Authority (UK) and 
Mr. Patrick Werquin, OECD: main findings of the activity
General discussion

12.45 - 14.00 Lunch

Policy implications of national qualifications 
systems and their impact on lifelong learning

Chair: Mr. Dick Langford, Chairperson, National Qualifications Authority of Ireland



Theme A

Qualifications Framework

Chair: Akiko Sakamoto (ILO, Geneva)

Two country presenters:

- Australia: Judy Forsyth (AQF)

- Ireland: Edwin Mernagh

(Qualifications Authority, Ireland)

Rapporteur: David Raffe (CES,

Scotland)

16.00 - 17.30 Parallel Workshops

Theme B

Recognition of prior 
learning

Chair: Miho Taguma (OECD, Paris)

Two country presenters:

- Canada: Kerry Lynn Lake (HRDSC)

- France: Anne-Marie Charraud

(RNCP)

Rapporteur: Stuart Garvie

(Qualifications Authority, Ireland)

Theme C

Credit accumulation 
and transfer

Chair: Gabriella di Francesco (ISFOL,

Italy)

Two country presenters:

- Denmark: Jan Joergensen (MOE)

- Mexico: Juan Bautista Climent

Bonilla (MOE)

Rapporteur: Rita Dunon (MOE,

Flemish Community of Belgium)

Theme D

Policy coordination 
and coherence

Chair: Michèle Longpré (OPET,

Switzerland)

Two country presenters:

- Greece: Tina Simota (EKEPIS)

- Portugal: Cândida Soares (MOL)

Rapporteur: Jorma Ahola (MOE,

Finland)

17.40-19.30 Reception in the Vaults, Royal Hospital Kilmainham

19.30 – 21.30      Dinner in the ‘Chapel’, Royal Hospital Kilmainham

21.30                   Buses available to take delegates back to the city centre

Conference Agenda Friday 21 October
9.30 - 11.00 Plenary 3 - Panel ‘on the way forward’

Chair: Mr. Abrar Hasan, OECD
Panel: rapporteurs of the workshops (Rita Dunon, Jorma Ahola, Stuart Garvie and David Raffe) to report on:
- main issues

- lessons from capacity building

- lessons for research

- lessons for policy analysis

- lessons for implementation leading to follow-up activities

11.00 - 11.30 Coffee break

11.30 - 12.00 Plenary 4 - Concluding remarks

Chair: Mr. Dick Langford, Chairperson, National Qualifications Authority of Ireland 
Mr. Abrar Hasan, OECD, and Mr. Seán Ó Foghlú, Chief Executive, National Qualifications Authority of Ireland:
Final comments and conclusions

12.00 Light lunch

Simultaneous interpretation into English and French is provided throughout the Conference.

Theme A

Qualifications Framework

Chair: Akiko Sakamoto (ILO, Geneva)

Two country presenters:

- Australia: Judy Forsyth (AQF)

- Ireland: Edwin Mernagh

(Qualifications Authority, Ireland)

Rapporteur: David Raffe (CES,

Scotland)

14.00 - 15.30 Parallel Workshops

Theme B

Recognition of prior 
learning

Chair: Miho Taguma (OECD, Paris)

Two country presenters:

- Canada: Kerry Lynn Lake (HRDSC)

- France: Anne-Marie Charraud (RNCP)

Rapporteur: Stuart Garvie

(Qualifications Authority, Ireland)

Theme C

Credit accumulation 
and transfer

Chair: Gabriella di Francesco (ISFOL,

Italy)

Two country presenters:

- Denmark: Jan Joergensen (MOE)

- Mexico: Juan Bautista Climent

Bonilla (MOE)

Rapporteur: Rita Dunon (MOE,

Flemish Community of Belgium)

Theme D

Policy coordination 
and coherence

Chair: Michèle Longpré (OPET,

Switzerland)

Two country presenters:

- Greece: Tina Simota (EKEPIS)

- Portugal: Cândida Soares (MOL)

Rapporteur: Jorma Ahola (MOE,

Finland)

15.30 - 16.00 Coffee break


