Placement of Existing and Former Awards in the Framework
The purpose of placement is to include existing and former awards in the framework. A process leading to the placement of existing and former awards in the framework is under way. Existing and former awards are those awards that were made either before the determination of the framework, or after its determination, but prior to implementation of the new framework standards for award-types. 

The Authority is to commence exploring with stakeholders the possibility of developing additional policies and criteria for the placement of existing and former awards. These policies would relate to awards that are placed in the Framework as part of a set. It may happen that programmes presently leading to such awards are subsequently validated individually, under the new Framework standards, for new awards at a higher level than that at which they were originally placed as part of a set.  In such circumstances, it would be appropriate to consider the disaggregation of these individual awards from the set with which they were originally placed and their placement on an individual basis at the higher level.  

The Authority and the Department of Education and Science agreed on 26 May 2005 to the placement of a number of the Department’s former awards in the National Framework of Qualifications as follows:

· Primary Certificate at level 2

· Intermediate Certificate at level 3

· Day Vocational Certificate at level 3
The Authority and the Dublin Institute of Technology agreed on 23 March 2005 to the placement of the Institute’s following former awards in the National Framework of Qualifications.

Level 6

Certificate awards (two year f/t or equivalent)

Level 7

Diploma awards (three year f/t or equivalent)

[a small number of pre-Framework Ordinary Bachelor/Bachelor degrees]

Level 8
Honours Diploma, Higher Diploma, Advanced Diploma, Graduate Diploma*, Diploma (four and five year f/t equivalent)**

[pre-Framework DIT Honours Bachelor degree awards]

Level 9
Graduate Diploma, Masters Degree

Level 10
Doctoral degree

* in music performance

**programmes that were recognised by the Institute and the University of Dublin under a partnership arrangement since 1975 as being at honours degree level

The Authority and the Further Education and Training Awards Council agreed on 27 January 2005 to the placement of the following existing and former awards (previously made by FETAC and/or by the former National Council for Vocational Awards, FÁS, Department of Education and Science, National Tourism Certification Board and Teagasc) in the National Framework of Qualifications.  
Examples of placements of existing and former awards (previously made by FETAC and/or by the former NCVA, NTCB / CERT, FÁS, Department of Education and Science, and Teagasc)
These award placements are summarised in the following table.  A full list of awards and their placement levels is available on www.fetac.ie. 

	Level
	Former Awarding Body
	Award



	Level 1


	N/A
	There were no existing or former awards at this Level

	Level 2


	N/A
	There were no existing or former awards at this Level

	Level 3
	Fáilte Ireland

(CERT/ NTCB)
	Introductory Skills Certificate

	
	FÁS 
	Introductory Vocational Skills (IVS)

	
	NCVA
	National Foundation Certificate

	Level 4
	Fáilte Ireland

(CERT/ NTCB)
	Elementary Skills Certificate



	
	FÁS 

FÁS 
	Specific Skills

National Skills Certificate

	
	NCVA
	National Vocational Certificate Level 1

	
	Teagasc 
	Basic Horticultural Skills

	Level 5
	Fáilte Ireland

(CERT/ NTCB)
	Certificate in Hotel Operations



	
	FÁS 
FÁS 
	Specific Skills

National Skills Certificate 

	
	NCEA
	Foundation Certificate

	
	NCVA
	National Vocational Certificate Level 2

	
	Teagasc
	Vocational Certificate Level 2

	Level 6 
	Fáilte Ireland

(CERT/ NTCB)
	Advanced Skills/ Supervisory Development Certificate
National Certificate in Professional Cookery 

	
	FÁS 
FÁS 
FÁS/DES 
	Specific Skills
National Skills Certificate

National Craft Certificate*


	
	NCVA
	National Vocational Certificate Level 3

	
	Teagasc

Teagasc

Teagasc 
	Vocational Certificate Level 3

Advanced Certificate in Agriculture 

Certificate in Farm Management (trainee farmer)


* While the National Craft Certificate has been placed as a set at level 6, there are level 7 outcomes associated with awards in the set.  This placement does not preclude the possibility of existing National Craft Certificate programmes being validated at level 7.
It is also of note that FÁS National Skills Certificate and Specific Skills are placed at more than one level.
The Authority and the Higher Education and Training Awards Council agreed on 18 March 2004 to the placement of the following existing and former awards (previously made by HETAC and/or by the former National Council for Education Awards) in the National Framework of Qualifications:

Placement of existing and former awards
(previously made by HETAC and/or by the former NCEA)
	Level
	Award

	Level 6
	One-Year Certificate
Advanced Certificate
National Certificate


	Level 7
	National Diploma



	Level 8
	Bachelor Degree (3 and 4 year honours)
Graduate Diploma (conversion)



	Level 9
	Graduate Diploma (first stage of Masters)
Masters Degree



	Level 10
	Doctor of Philosophy. 




Placement is at level and not as equivalent to an award-type. The placement of an existing or former award in the framework does not imply that someone holding such an award has achieved all of the outcomes associated with a new, framework-based, award-type at the same level. Existing and former awards may not have been designed with the same purposes in mind as new award-types and consequently the necessary outcomes may not have been achieved. Placement will not reduce or lessen any eligibility or entitlements arising from an award. For this reason, the provisions for access, transfer and progression associated with new awards in the framework do not necessarily apply to all existing and former awards placed at the same level. At the same time, wherever possible the provisions for access, transfer and progression will be extended to holders of existing and former awards.
More detail on the rationale for the placement in the Framework of existing and former awards can be found in Chapter 7 of the publication of the Authority 'Policies and Criteria for the Establishment of the National Framework of Qualifications'. The publication is available on this website, see under 'Publications' from the Homepage, document No. 11. It should be noted that the Authority is to commence exploring with stakeholders the possibility of developing additional policies and criteria for the revision of placement of existing awards in certain circumstances. 
