National Qualifications Authority of Ireland
Meeting in Authority Offices
Wednesday 5 July 2006
Present:

Mr. Paul Haran (Chairperson)
Dr. Caroline Hussey (Deputy Chairperson)

Mr. Eamon Devoy

Mr. Colm Hamrogue
Prof. Anne Moran

Ms. Caroline Nash
Mr. Pat O’Callaghan

Mr. Martin Shanahan
Mr. Seán Ó Foghlú (Chief Executive)

Apologies:

Ms. Inez Bailey

Dr. Abrar Hasan
In attendance:

Ms. Claire Byrne (Director of Corporate Affairs)
Dr. Jim Murray 

For item 2

Mr. Stuart Garvey (Development Officer)

For item 6

Mr. Edwin Mernagh (Development Officer)
Welcome 

The Chairperson welcomed Colm Hamrogue, President, Union of Students in Ireland to the Authority.  
1.
Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on 7 June 2006 were agreed and signed.
The Authority decided that the minutes of the meeting held on 7 June 2006 would be published on the Authority website.  It was also decided that the minutes of future Authority meetings would be published on the Authority website once they have been agreed and signed.
2.
Policies on the Inclusion in, or Alignment with, the National Framework of Qualifications of the Awards of Certain Awarding Bodies
The Authority noted the paper that had been prepared and circulated by the executive.
The Authority decided to adopt the policies and criteria on the inclusion in, or alignment with, the Framework of the Awards of Certain Awarding Bodies under section 8(2)(a) of the Qualifications (Education and Training) Act 1999.

The Authority also decided that the executive will undertake all of the tasks assigned to the Authority in the policies other than the following reserved functions of the Authority:
· The Authority’s consideration of a proposal made by the processing body under stage 4 of Group A applications and any decisions arising from this

· The Authority’s agreement to the alignment of the awards of an applicant awarding body under stage 3 of Group C applications.

In this way, the final inclusion/alignment decision of the Authority under these groups is reserved to the Authority.  For Group B, the alignment decision is a matter for the relevant Council.

It was noted that the issue of international sectoral awards is to be kept under review in light of national and international developments.

3. Review of the Higher Education and Training Awards Council
The Authority noted the paper that had been prepared and circulated by the executive.

The Authority considered the self-evaluation report, the report of the review panel and the response of HETAC.  The Authority noted that HETAC welcomes the review panel report and is very satisfied with the approach taken, with its strong emphasis on gathering evidence directly from stakeholders combined with the detailed examination of documentary sources and critical use of HETAC’s own Self Evaluation Report.  

In concluding the review process, the Authority considered it helpful to note the purpose of the review established in the terms of reference – that it was to be developmental in intent, and aimed to assist the Council in achieving its own quality enhancement goals and to further develop its own internal quality culture.  The Authority considered that it was clear from the self-evaluation report, the review panel’s report and HETAC’s response that the review process had succeeded in meeting its primary purpose.

The Authority concurred with the findings and supporting rationale in the report of the review panel and supported the plans set out in the response of HETAC.

In fulfillment of its statutory review function, the Authority was satisfied that the Higher Education and Training Awards Council has performed effectively its principal statutory functions since its establishment and has developed policies and procedures for each function which are being implemented and are being operated as appropriate.

As the agency reviewing the Council for the purpose of testing the compliance of the Council with the Standards and Guidelines for Quality Assurance in the European Higher Education Area, the Authority was satisfied that in the performance of its functions, the Council complies with these.

The intention of the executive to publish the Authority’s views and the report of the review panel on an immediate basis was noted.  The Authority welcomed HETAC’s intention to publish its own response.  The Authority welcomed HETAC’s intention in June 2007 to publish a report on the implementation of the actions in its response to the review panel’s report.  The Authority decided that HETAC is to be asked to provide this report in advance to the Authority and that publication would take place after the Authority’s consideration of it.

4. Delegation of Authority to Make Awards
The Authority noted the paper that had been prepared and circulated by the executive.

The Authority noted that the Chief Executive of the Higher Education and Training Awards Council had written to the Authority on 14 June 2006 seeking the agreement of the Authority in accordance with Section 29(5) of the Qualifications (Education and Training) Act, 1999 to the delegation of Authority to make awards in respect of Minor, Supplemental and Special Purpose award-types to the institutes at the levels for which each currently has delegation.

The Authority decided that it was in agreement with the Council, under Section 29(5) of the Qualifications (Education and Training) Act, 1999 in relation to the Institutes’ Minor, Supplemental and Special Purpose award-types.  It was noted that there were particular complexities arising for the Council relating to, inter alia, the respective roles of the awards Councils and the alignment of the Framework with parallel Frameworks in the UK.
The Authority noted that the Council has received an application from Athlone Institute of Technology for an extension of delegated authority to make certain awards at Level 9 (research masters programmes) of the National Framework of Qualifications.  The Authority also noted that the Authority executive has agreed that the external review phase can now commence.

5. Verification of the Alignment of the Irish National Framework of Qualifications with the Bologna Framework
The paper prepared by the executive was noted by the Authority.   The Authority had noted at the meeting in January 2006 that a national steering committee had been established by the Authority executive to draft an Irish response in relation to criteria and procedures for aligning national frameworks to the Bologna Framework.   The Authority noted that the report of the steering committee was published on the Authority’s website on 19 June 2006 and was being disseminated to stakeholders.  The Authority endorsed the report of the steering committee subject to issues arising in the consultative process. 
6. Access, Transfer and Progression
The Authority noted the updates paper that had been prepared and circulated by the executive.

The Authority noted the preparation of a discussion paper by the executive on progression routes in the National Framework of Qualifications and the continuing consultation between the Authority and relevant stakeholders.

The Authority also noted the imminent publication of research on ‘Transfer and Progression into Undergraduate Programmes leading to University Awards’ jointly commissioned by the Authority, the Irish Universities Association and the National Office for Equity of Access to Higher Education in the Higher Education Authority.

7. Budget/Financial Paper

The Authority noted the paper prepared by the executive.
The Authority considered the Authority’s draft financial statements for 2005.  The Authority approved the draft financial statements subject to any audit adjustments which arise after approval not being material.   The Chairperson and Chief Executive were nominated to sign the final draft of the financial statements. 
The Authority also noted that the Commissioner of Valuation revised the rateability of the Authority’s 5th floor offices under Section 15(3) of the Valuation Act, 2001 and that the property is deemed to be not rateable.
The Authority noted the Chairperson of the Internal Audit Committee’s update on the most recent meeting of the Internal Audit Committee on 5 July 2006
8. Staffing of the Authority
The Authority noted the paper that had been prepared and circulated by the executive.

9. Updates
The Authority noted the paper that had been prepared and circulated by the executive.

The Authority also noted that a formal review process for applications which have been processed by Qualifications Recognition – Ireland was set up as part of the national approach to the recognition of international awards in Ireland.  It was noted that Dr. Caroline Hussey is Chairperson of the Review Board.
10. Next Authority Meeting
The next Authority meeting will be held at 11.00am on Thursday 21st September 2006 in the Authority’s offices, Jervis House.
 
The meeting concluded.

Chairperson___________________________
Date:_____________________
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